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a eAn Aduertiſement of 


a certaine French Gentleman, rou- 
ching the meaning and intention, which 
thoſe of the houle of Guile Ham” 
in their late leuying of Armes in the 
Realme of Fraunce. 
I58s, 


— EVER was there 


Q g wanting vnto cuill ſub- 
IH] iectes pretence totake 
WV JWITY Armes. agaynſt their 
1X1 Y princes, and neuer alſo 
was there wanting to 
Princes meanes to bee reuenged of tuch 
ſubicts : For God that maketh Princes, 
and appointeth them ouer peoples and 
nations, taketh their cauſe into his hands, 
and findeth himſelfe offended and hurt in 
their perſons . God which leeth y hearts, 
knoweth all colours and pretences, and 
hath skill to diſtinguiſh and ſort them our 
| from true cauſes, Nothing prouoketh him 
more,then the abuſe of his name alleaged 
in yaine,& without warrat : he puniſheth 
nothing more then hypocrifie, treaſon,& 
confuſion diſguiſed and cloked withthe «+ 
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2 
fairenames of fayth,religion and iuſtice, 
 Atthispreſent, when as we ſee theſe 
troubles and alterations ariſing in this 
Realme, lit behooneth cuery FS bieR of 
this Realmeof France to be circumſpe& 


| and to take heede, that they be not led to 
\ anyeuil byany colour or apparance what- | 
 ſoeuer which may bee calt before them. 
Let vs'therefore call to mynde thinges 
| which ar: | ra and thereunto compare 
n 


: 


and apply things preſere : ſo ſhall we ſee 
whencertheſe troubles proceede, we ſhall 


j 


_ alſo foreſee whereunto they rend, and ſo 


ſhall we eafily judge what iflue wee may 
expect of them in tyme to come. 

It is a thing notoriouſly knowen in this 
Realme, that thoſe of the houſe of Guiſe 
giue outand pretend that they be deſcen- 
ded ofthe race of Charl, 
this title pretend that the ki 


; 


gdome ap- 


pertaineth ynto the, The petigrees which 


they baue no long ſince falſified, the de- 


clarationswhichthey haue diſperſed from 
rr and, and many other their like 
Bi 
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tiſes doe witneſle this ſufficiently : 


eſpecially,notto looke too farre back, 


Ur 
is appeareth by the yolume which they 
E. cauſed 
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cauſed to be printed at Paris foure or fue 
| yeeres lince, written by one De Roſters, 
Archdeacon of Thowl. In which,by alle- 
gations vntruely ſuggeſted,counterfeited 
 anddrawen beyond and againſt the true _ 
ſence, y {aid De Roſters laboreth to prooue 
that thoſe of this houſe are deſcended. fro 
. Pharamond,and from line to line continu- 
edto thoſe whichare now liuing, inten- 
ding therbyto infinuate that this Crowne 
pertained ynto the, before Caper, Charles, 
and CMeroxe were euer called thereunto, 
This booke was then commonly {old at 
Paris,and ſo through all France : & come 
ming to the kings knowledge, Aorſrenr 
Brulart nowPrefident ofthe Inqueſts, was 
ſent to Thowl with Commiſſion to pro- 
ceed agaynſt the authour, which hee did 
_ according to lawe ; but by the kings mer- 
cy hee obtained pardon , neuertheleſle 
was adiudged to make a folemne ſubmil- 
hon and amendes in open preſence, to 
confeſſe himſelfe guiltie of treaſon, andto 
retract. by ſome contrary writing that 
which he had done, 
It wasalwayes well knowen to thoſe 
of this houſe, that as long as this realme 
A.ui, remate 
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remained vnited ard in peace, it would be 5 
yery hard for them to atraine ynto their 
 purpole, and therefore haue they ſought 


to continueirt 11) troubles. And ſ{olong as 


they could winne this point, what miſe- 


ries ſocuer the warre did bring vpon the 
poore people, or confuſion into the ſtate, 


they never ſcemed at all thereat to bee 
mooued,nor gaue any figne or ſemblance 


to be touched of grieued therewith , And 
the reaſon was, becauſe the blood of 


France was by this meanes ſhed & (pent, 


this v:cakeneſle, beyng at that ryme the 
chiefe inſtruments of the muſerie of the 
people; & making account that the more 
the {ame did growe vpon the people, the 
better occaſion they ſhould one day haue 
tovie it for a meanes of their innouati- 
ons, hauing withall gotren both the for- 
ces andauthoritic into their hands, wher- 


and they 1 to make their profite of 


with they might payne credit and power 
amongſt men ; and in this mancr by de- 
 grees haue they laied the foundation of 
_  theirgreatneſle ypon our ruines, whilcſt 
the warreby litle andlitle proceeded on, 
ng the mindes of men, and ſup- 
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5 - 
ntino their allegiaunce, acquaint 
oo och ellen of nies _ 
_ factions, and ſomaking them fitter for a« 
ny alterations and changes, agaynſt the 
tyme. that ſhould ſeeme beſt for their 
purpoſe, | 
Thepretence of religion ſerued them 
for an occaſion to enterraine theſe ciuill 
warres, and no heede was taken at the 
firſt, how vnder this goodly titlethey abu- 
ſed the deuotion of our princes, and the 
zeale of our nation to their purpoſes, and 
how this was bur a pretence & nora true 
cauſe: who ſo Mes 141 the Cardinal of 
Lorraine yncle to theſe that now are, will 
make ſmall doubt thercof, For whileſt 
\ |} he kindled fire at the fower corners of 
; | thisrealme, putting all in combuſtion vn- 
. | deracolourof feruencie ofthis pretended 
; zeale of religion, hee doubted not to de- 
- | claretotheprinces of Germany that hee 
r |} was oftheir confeſſion, and that his mea- 
- {| ning wastobring itinto Fraunce: and,to 
E | _ them, cauſed his nephewes to bee 
rought vp and inſtructed in the contefli- 
1, | onof Ausburge,& thenlet ſpeaches fall a- 


z- {| mongſthis familiar friends, that if thoſe 


of 


_ 


T0 
of the reformed religion had not accoun. 
ted and made thoſe of his houſe as ene. 
mies and parties, there had bene good 
meanes to haue made ſome friendly com. 
poſition and agreement concernyng the 
difference which was for religion. 
Intheend itwas found by the wiſdom 
of our Princes, aftcr all extremities had 
bene aſſaied, that religion woulde not be 
planted rw by armes: that force 
might in deede breede hypocrites, but not 
Chriſtians : that the warres,as mothers of 
all corruption, inſteade of driving our a 
contrary religion,did bring in Atheiſme: 
& eſpecially , that theſe perſons which fo 
earneſtly gaue counſellto make warre for 
religion, were no more religious then 0- 
thers, but that they were like cunning 
Barbers,which tooke a courſe to keepe the 
weunde preene, and to drawethe curcin 
length for their owne profite, and that 
there was apparant daunger, leaſt in 

' timethey ſhould yerific the prophecie of | 
king Francis the great, vttercd in theſe 
wordes, That thoſe of the houſe of Guilc, 
would ſtrippe bu children into therr dot- 
blets, and hus poore people to their ſhirtes, 
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: And indeede it was obſerued by certaine 


Catholikes,that on S,Bartholomews day 
of the Maſlacre in Paris, after they had in- 
duced the late king Charles to' deſtroy 
thoſe of the Religion, they were content 
vnder this ſhadowe to diſpatch the parti» 
cular enemies of their houſc, and to re- 
ucnge their priuate quarels: yea,they ſhe- 
wedthem ſclues milde and pirifull in all 
the places of their gouernments , and ſo 


cuery way made their profite of the rigour 
and teueritie of that Prince , who by the 


ſharpneſle of his witte coulde right well 
finde it out at lengrl, \ 


It is known allo,that the king that now 
reigneth, employed his yong yecres with 


] allthe proſperous and fortunate ſucceſſe 


that could be wiſhed,to ſuppreſlethoſe of 
the contrary religion, and afterwardes 


commung to the crowne, for a while cen- 


tinuedall the former rigorous maners of 
proceeding, till he found that it lay not in 
forces to ſubdue and quiet the conſcien- 
ces of men, & thatin ſeeking to roote our 


one part of his people, he did onerthrowe 


and bring to ruine his whole realme and 


ſtatc, Hce rcſolued therefore after the ex- 
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ample of many great princes and ſtates | 

*  hisneighbours rounde about him which 
| hetadſeenc, toende the troubles of his 
realme by a good peace, permitting cue. 
ry mantoliue according to his coſcience, 
vntill ſuch time as by a good and generall 
Cquncil ſome order might be taken ther. 
in. Inthe meane while, he determined to 
trauell to reduce the Cleargietotheir an. 
joy 0 order,to beſtow the places and dig- 
nities ofthe Church ypon perſons ſuffici- 
ent and carefull in their charges as much | 
as he might, and knowing of whart force 
the example of a Prince is irrall things,he 
endeuoured to frame himſelf as a paterne 
of deuotion to his Court, his Princes and 

Nobilitie, eſteeming this to be the onel 
true & lawfull meanes, ordeined of God, 
andpradtiſed by the wiſeſt princes for the 

reuniting of the |Church , and reducin 

of mens conſciences, 

Bur ſcarcely had his Maicſtie made the 
peace which was concluded about the 
ende ofthe yeere 1577,and ſhewed ſome 
deſire m himſelfe to continue it, and no 
more vnprofttably to bende his forces a- 


- Eainſtthe forces ofhis ſubicRes, but theſe 


men 
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| menſecing therby their meanes cut from 


them toaduance their authority by warre 
aud armes, bethought themſeclues of new 
attemptes, and made it appcare that the 
cimnill warres were to them a commodi- 
tic and vantage, that is to ſay, that our 
pulling dcowne was their building : And 
therefore, when as religion {erued not 
thcir turne, they aduiſed to trouble 5 ſtate 


- ynder another ptetence, 


 Thenthey did finde meanes to ſolicite 
ſundric prouinces of this realme torebel- 
lion by certaine men of their faction, ſet= 
ting before them the oppreſsion ofthe 
Cleargic, but not telling them that the 
warres which they had kindled and nou- 
riſhed were the cauſe thereof, and that 
the late Cardinal of Lorraine thcir yncle 
was hee that firſthad propounded & pro» 
cured the increaſe of the accuſtomed 
tenthes,and the ſalc and alienation of part 
of the Temporaltics of the Spiritualtie* 
whereupon hee gotat Romethe nameof 
the ſcourge of the French Church , They 
alledged the decay and diſgrace of the 
Nobllitie, not teiling them that thoſe of 
thcir houſe, durig the: time they were in 
| autho- 
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Princes hand,ie was found that the _ 
: 6; 


2s: 
authoritie, had kept downe and diſcoun. 
renanced as much as in them lay,cuenthe 
Princes of the blood, preſuming them. 


{clues tobecalled the chiefe perſons of all 
the Nobilitie: And the decay of the Nobi- 


litie can not or ought to be aſcribed bur 
to the authours of the ciuill warres, and ſo 
likewiſethe embaſing of all places, ofti- 


_ ces and dignities belonging to that cal. 
ling,for as much as he that bringeth in ci- 


uill warre into a ſtate , bringeth in by the 


ſame gateconfufis into all roomes & cal. 
lings, which it is not poſsible afterwards 


ſudainly to redreſſe and reduce at once: 


They propoundcd the raiſing of taxes and 
 Inuentions of new exations and impolt- 


tions ypon the poore people, but added 
not that the warre alwaies cauſcth newe 


charges to Princes and to the people con- 
ſequently, and that the only meanes to re- 
lieue them, was to ſuffer the peace to con- 


tinue, For the people eoulde nor yethaue 
any feeling of the goodnes of their Prince, 
becauſe when hee was but newly gotten 


 foorth of one warre, he entred into newe 


trouble, & ſo hoping to haue caſe at their 
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iT. 
die grew worſe then the fuſt ſore : yea,on 
the contrary fide, this did take from the 
Prince the meanes to diſburden his peo- 


ple, conſidering eſpecially that ten yeeres 
of impoſitions are not ſo chargeable ynto 


the people as one yeeres warrc, and tenne 


| yecres of warre well ordered do them nor 


that domage as one yere of ciuill ſedition, 
ſuch as they thoughtto ſir yp vnder this 
pretence, [ 

Then, in their aduertiſements ſent a- 
broade, they made no mention of Religj- 
on. This zcale of theirs, ynder which they 


hrowded themſelues before and fince, - 


came not then in ſight: but contrarywile, 
they treated with thoſe of the contrary 
Religion (as all men knowe) to winne 


them to take their partes : they aſſured 


them of their exerciſes according to the 
Edits, and more then the Edits ifneede 
were : They negotiated in Germany, by 
name,with Duke Ca/mire,alwel ro make 
him enter into this aſſociation , asalſo by 
him to induce thoſe of the contrary Reli- 
fion, and to become ynto them as a ſure- 
tie oftheir faith and promiſe which they 
pauc to doe nothing to their preiudice: 


yea, 
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the Nobilite, and the People.Andwhen 


| Td + af | | | 
yea, and they further offered him Townes 


ia their gouernements for counterpled. 
| 


ges of the faith which they vied, and gaue | 


vnto him in their owne name, And pet- 


haps,tbings ar that time had |palled fur. 


| ther on, it thole of the Religion woulde | 


; 
of 
, 
i 
: 


hauc hearkened thereunto, i 


The King alto by his wiſedome coulde | 


well diuerce and put backe this defſeigne: 


he ſawe wherein they were grieued, and | 
being vawilling to ſufter that their parti- | 
cular difcontentments ſhoulde hurt the | 
people ,yeelded yntothem fo farre, as to | 


aſlaye to content them . Then called hee 


them neere vnto him, did them honour, I 
= them occaſion to hope well at his 
andes,yea,and beſtowed rewardes vpon 
them, and appointed allzgnations ot (© 
much as was due, which they demaun- | 
ded and accepted vpon certaine Edidtes 
tions | 
which were then eſtabliſhed : ſo that the Y 
ſame windes which had afſem 
gathered the cloude of their dilcontent- 


-and Ordinaunces of newe impo 


: 
i 
j 


ed and 


; 


ments, blewe the ſameouer and diſperſed 


it. Eaſely then they forgot the Clergie, 


the 


12 
the Deputies ofthe Prouinces which be- 


| Ipcople. 


fore they would haue ſtured to rebellion, 
cameto the Court, hardly woulde they 
ſceme tolooke on them or knowe them: 
yea, they were priuie & aſſiſted in Coun- 
cillat the making and publiſhing of ma- 
ny Edits, which the King fithe hath diſa- 
nulled and aboliſhed pon informations 
made ynto him what great charge they 
brought vpon'the people: And never was 
it heard that they cuer ſpake one worde 
to the King, cither privately or in Coun- 
cill, or other open aſlembly, for the caſe 
and ynburthening of his ſubies. Where- 


upon it came topaſle ,thar-they of beſt 


iudgement inthe ſaid Prouinces , founde 
that it was not the ill gouernement (if any 
were) wherewith they of the houſe of 
Gaiſe were in trothe offended , buronely 
that 


inthe eſtates as they thought appertained 


I mnto them, being readier without doubt 


to abuſe the ſame ., whenſocuer op 
rho 


I ſhould get itintotheir handes , then 
I againſt whom they prerended to forme 


luch complaints vader the name of the 


: That 


they had not ſuch parte and intereſt, 
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their minde, is that they haue ſeenethe 
_ peaceto continewe , that they haue ſeene } 
' the King bent-to eſtabliſh it more and 
more, and by meanes thereof to reforme 


the abuſes which be crept into the offices 


_ ofthe Church, toreſtore the Nobilitie to | 


theirauncient places and reputation, and 
to caſe his poore people of ſuch impoſiti- 


| ons and taxes, which had vndone them, 


and were cuils for the moſt part brought 


in by the continuance of warres, and con- | 
ſequently ,nor to be remedied but by the | 


continuance of peace. 


- ” 


þ  outofthis world Mſor/fenr the Kings bro- 


ther, they thought that the ſeaſon was 


_ come' wherein they ought to ww to put 


in ptaCtiſe their former olde deviſes : And 
fo accordingly they began by and byto 


ſetonfoote againethdir prattiſes , aſwell | 
 withinas withourthe Realme , with ſuch | 


neighbours eſpecially as alwaies haue bin 
mott' ſaſpeRted and dangerous to this 


Crownet Complotting together that it | 
was neceſarie for them arthis time to bee } 
in armies whatſocucr came of it,to theend | 

1164 |. F408 


That which ſince hath chiefly grieved 


Nowe, after it had pleaſed God to call. 


[2 _ - | ak nnd. — a Mil. ". Fry 
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Fed THETS 

I | 
to make a way and preparatiue for that 
change which they ſecke to bring into , 
this State. And this and none other is the 
cauſe,for which wee {ee that nowe they 
haue put themſclues in ficlde, whatſocuer 
faire pretence they haue made to entan-. 
gle men ofall ſortes in the ſame crime:for 
itis neither charitable nor reaſonable r6 
ſuſpe& that they haue the ſame meaning 
and drift as they of the houſe of Gwe 
haue. - | 
And will you ſee a ane proofe thar 
they knowe not well howe to couer this 
their enterpriſe againſt the State ? They 
haue made certaine proteiiations vpon 
their firſt taking of armes, the yntrothes 
whereof may appeare by the contradicti- 
ons conteyned in the lame. It one of 
them they haue ſworne- to the extirpati- 
on of the contrary Religion:in ſome orher 
they ſpeake nothing of it, 1f zeale-moue 
them, howe is this zcale ſo foone forgot» 
ten? In one they will thatthe King name 
a ſucceſſor to his crowne and kingdome: 
In another they leaue this Article cleane 
our. If they hauc ſuch care of the Catho. 
like Church , if they feare fo much thar 
Bi. any 
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16 
any inconuenience wi ill happen vnto it af. 
ter the death of the King , howe chance 
they kept this out of vs penne ? In ano- 
ther they make themlclues protectors of 
the Church and of the people , and vic 0. 
rher pretexts ; Wheiehore who ſeeth not 
1m theſe diverfities , thar they cannot tell 
-on what ground to ſtand: ? In theſe vncer.. 
tainties of theſe proteſtations there can- 
not be but an vncertaintie of conſcience. 
Surely they be but {peaches of men that 
cannot tell wherewith to giue colour to 
their ill intention, which thinke to couer 
one yntrothe with: try oN & two with three, 
and all put together ,ſerue but to make 
them lyars, and to bei ray themſclues to 
-beluchas indeedethey are, | 
But they will that there thalbe but one 
| Religionin France: Itisthe deſire which 
 tscommonly made by all good men and 
Chriſtians of the Realme. And what 
courſe is holden to bring rhisto paſſe? If | 
force be the meanes, the « oreat Emperour 
Charles the fifth did wel finde the weake- 
neſſe and inſufficiencit thereofin matters 
of conlcience. The 0 of Spaine* as Ca- | 

: as he will gy to be) after hee 


had 


; _ 
had reduced his ubieds of Holland and 
Zelande to great extremities by mcanes 
of his forces, was yet conſtrained in 
the yeere 1 5 7 6. to come vntoa peace, 
and in that peaceto leaue ynto them their 
Religion as it was , not ſomuch as reſto- 
ring the Catholike and Romance Religi- 
on in the ſaide Countries,nor repoſlefſing 


the Eccleſiaſticall perſons of their goodes: 


yea,and about two yeeres fince he offered 
them like conditions by the Duke of Ter- 
ra noua , not for thole Countreys alone, 
but for others alſo, Our-Kings more then 
all they, haue burnt, haue drowned, haue 
ouercome in many battayles, haue ſurpri- 
ſed in diuers ſorts, haue made ſundry at- 
tempts for the ſpace of fiftic yeeres, haue 
ſpared no meancs to make an ende of 
thoſe of the Religion in this Realme. That 
which was accompred chriltia in Charles 
the fift, that which is reputed Catholikein 
the King of Spaine, inthe one to ſaue his 
ſubiects rathcr apperteyning vnto him by 
election then naturally borne,in the other 
to keepe ſuch Countreys which areina 
maner nothing to him , in compariſon of 
other great Eſtates ouer which hee reig- 
B.ii, ncth; 
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neth : why ſhould it not ſo be in like fort 


vnto dur king, to ſpare thoſe which na- 


rure hath pur in his protection , to pre- 
ferue his whole ſtate from an ouerthrow 


meuitable, eſpecially ſeeing his ſtare late- 


ly!o Aouri!? hing, was by this courſe which 


| they would recontinue,brought vntothat 


extremitice in which wenow behold ir 3 2 If 


they ſay that the warres have not bene 


well manned and conducted, where can' 


they lay rac fant, and who ateto bec bla- 
med for it but Wenſehiks ? ? Hauec not they 
andtkerr fathers commanded in them for 


they not ſounded (as ſeemed beſt vnro 
them;and asthicir conceit 2nd humourled 
them) ſomerime the charge, and ſome- 


\timethe retrait? And if they will binde 
the king by orhe to a perpetuall warre, 


thatis to ſay, tothe ruine ofhis poore C- 
ſtate, &this poore people which hath bin 
"12 earied ſo many yeres, to a finall deftru- 
on, ,and continuall miſcrie : certainely, 
this is a lawe into!lerable for the ſubie& 


to lay ypon. his prince : aſſuredly, it(s3. | 


js nr token that they bearc a grearde- 
uotion 


the moſt pait ; 2 Hance they not bene arbi- 
\ rrators both of peace and warre'; 2 Haue 


uotion to ſee our ouerthrowe, that by de. 
uotion ſeeke to compell vs thercunto : 
yea,and toſay more, vndoubrtedly it 1san 


| argumentmoſt certaine,that theſe m6 wil 
| beinarmes at their oleafure, that they wil 


not be diſarmea, that they w ill buric the 
king either in the middeſt of their Armes, 
or perhappes by their Armes if they can. 
And oh how miſerable are we to hue vn- 
der ſuch an inſolencie ? how vnhappy arc 


we (if their caterprites take place) which 


ſhall ſuruiue our Prince and his blood,and 


behold the calamitics of our deſolate coll- 


trey, and ouertarowe of the la; ves of this 


Eſtate? 


But it will be lay d, that it were ite to 
ſce this Realme after the Kings death , 
the handesof an heretike. 1 hey arc = no 
doubt) good Tutors : butler vs lee the or- 
der which they take forit. Our King is 
yong,and /thankes beto God) in health : 


' they will haue him to name a ſucceſſour » 


nay,they name one to his hand : For they 
ſer vp in Armes the Cardinal of Botwbon, 
a good Prince of him{cife,who perceiuerh 


{| not the Tragedie that they play, cauſing 


him totake ypon him the qualitie of tic 
B. 11, PE 
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evincipa prince of the blood, and! heire 


apparant to the Crowne. But what kinde 


matter tlo greatimportance, & ſo much 
tobe feared for the maintenance of the 
| Catholike church : to whom ought they 
rather to addreſſe themſclues, then to our 

' Prince moſt Chriſtian, a Prince 
pew | cCeuout, a Prince (if any bee in the 


world) calousi in his religion 2 On whom 


Ou ght they leſe to caſt their cye,, if they 
meant that which they pretend, then vpon 
the Cardinal of Bqurbon,a Prince ſtricken 
 Inyeres,a Prince impotent and declining 
 tohisgraue, I may ſay further, a Prince 
 thatby courle ofnature they cannot once 


 thinketo be likely to ouetlive the King, if 

 ſobethey haue not limited the terme of 

| hislife, orif they haue not ſet downe and | 
| concluded the time of his death ? Shall | 
they that haucal their lifetime madeſport | 
_ of religion,ſhew ynto our king the way of 
_ Conſczence? Shall they of Lorraine teach 


| Frenchmen the zeale and loue of their 


| countrey ?. Shall Princes ſtrangers inter- 


w our lawes, order and rule our de- 


ates ? Shall they be atbitrators or judges 
 ouer 


of monſtrous conceit 15this ?” It this bee a 


%. ml ad abou. ai ins i 
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ouer the princes ofthe blood royall tou- 
ching the degrees & proximitie of blood ? 
Who lceth not here (the Lord open the 
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eyes of the ſayd Cardinal) that they onely ot 
pretend to hauc hired or borowed him to ; o 
F: 


play theking vpon a ſtage,it may beſome 

halte yecre, till their partic ſhal be ſufhci-* 
1 ently prouided for? who ſcerh not that 
they minde not him,although they ſpeake 
$5 othim, butinrtend themſelues 2 When as 
, { they name vnto a king of thirtie three 
yecres of age,a ſucceſlor paſt three {kore : 
when as they will ſupply the default of 
: heires which they alleage agaynſt our 
{| Kig,byamanlinefle and habilitie of the of 
. {| Cardinall, who hath alrcady paſſed the —_ | 
1 dan gerous ycere of threeicore and three : +89 | 
and for the naming of a ſucceilor vato tne Ft 
King,to leuic Armes, and as it were to ſet Tr 
their. feete vpon his throte, to ſeaze his F 
places and holdes,and to abule the autho- 
ritie they haue from him againlt him, and 1:83 
(whichis more) to receiue and diſtribute bl 
the money of the king of Spaine, to call £2 * 
| andbriny in the Spaniſh forces into this . i 
. Realme: Surely I ſay (let my Lode the pi 


Cardinall pardon me in that I ſpeake it) it j Ws | 
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he ſeth not this yet, he is to bee accoun, 
_teditarke blinde. For this is truely to pro- 


feſle that they be no more French, but to 


 haue folde the Realme to the King of 
| Spayne, andto haue caſtlots for our gar- 
ments: forthe obtaining whercot,ſecyng 
_ they findethemiſeluces too weake to com- 


paſſe and hold all alone, they will deuide 


the ſtake with Spaine, they ſel vs vnto him, 
 andynder a ſhadowe of libertic expoſe vs 
tothe ſpoyle, ; STR 
_ Tetvsiudge arightof this conſpiracie, 


whether it can come from any other but 


- fromSpayne. It is knowen that the Duke 
of Guiſe is in debr morethen his habllitic 
_ cananſ{wer, and notwithſtanding he hath 


of late diſtributed great ſummes of money 


through this Realme, and all in Piſtolets, 


yea, and hath ſent ſome where they were 
not demaunded. From whence can this 
preat treaſure come, confidering what 


. coyneitis? And by whom can theſe trou- . 
|  bles be mooued,but from & by the coun- 


ſell of Spayne ? He was to be aſſiſted with 


. the forces of the Prince of Parma, from 
whom hee ſhould haue receiued Lance- 


knights and certaine companies of horſe- 


men, 
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men, but God hath prouided otherwiſe 
{the againſt their hope. And who is the 
prince of Parma, but the head and dire- 
cter in theſe partes of all the defleignes of 
Spaine? The Duke of Gaiſe hath ſent his 
children beyond the mountaines, and the 
Duke of Sauoy | hath lately married a 
daughter of Spaine, To what ende, if it 


| benotto haue them kept as hoſtages for 
| the money which he hath receiued, and 


holden as pledges for the promiſes which 


he hath made? He hath demaunded alſo, 


that the towne of Cambrey thould be re- 
{tored into the ſame (tate, as 1t was before 
It receiued Mon/enr the Kings late bro- 
ther . Cambrey an Imperiall rowne, but 
violently viurped by the king of Spayne : 
Cambrey the onely remaine of lo deare & 
chargeable trauailes of a ſonne and bro- 
ther of France : Cambrey beſides,a ram- 
picr of France onthe {ide where it is leaſt 
fortified againſt the (trengrh & pujſlance 
of Spayne : who can be ignorant hereof ? 


who can doubt, but that vnder theſe Frech 


habites, they couer and ſhrowd Spaniſh 
hearts ? loyne hereunto the {ccret mee- 
tings and communicatians had berweene 


the 
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24 
the Duke of Guiſe and he Prince of Par. 
ma, the familiar coferences with the Em- 


| baſſadours of Spaine, the goings to and 


fro of Don Gionuan Bardatiim to the bi- 
ſhop of Comminges baſtard of La»ſacke, 


and infinite other like pratiſes. Whocan 


then doubt , but that the army of theſe 


conſpirators is. at the commaundement | 


ofthe king of Spaine ? Soas I doubt not, 


| but thatyer long we ſhall ſee their $qua- 
drons diſperſed, and the Enſcigns folded 


vp,when as ſuch of their company y| cary 
noble mindes and are true French men, 
being now caried away for enuy and pri- 
yarerel pets, or otherwiſe allured and 4 
duced by falſe ſuggeſtions ſhall bethinke 
themſeclues better, and call to minde that 
they are true Frenchmen , and ſhall 
haue conſidered how monitrous and vn- 
naturall a thing it is and woulde bee al- 
waycs thought for a Frenchman to beare 
Armes agaynſt France, eſpecially againſt 


France for the ſeruice of Spayne. 
- But theſe men will not come vnder the 


obedience of an Hereticke Prince , and 


thereupon adde that the Frenche ſubie&s 


otheryiſ {weare no allegiance ynto their 
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King, but conditionally to maintaine the 


Catholike » Apoſtolike , and Romiſh 
Church. This] 154 dangerous propoſition, 

which ſauoureth much of the auncient 
depoling of Chiſpericke to place Pepin, 

ynder colour that the Church had not bin 
wel by him defended againſt the Saraſens, 
But the Lord will,l truſt, give mercie and 
power vnto our King , well and long to 
maintaine and defende his place other- 
wiſe. But what then? If he hapto die , or 
rather let vs ſay , ifthey ſhall procure his 


{ death as they are in hope , their meaning 


isneuer to endure that the King of Na- 
uarre whom they hold for an Herericke, 
ſhould come to ſucccede in this Eſtate, as 
in their conſcience (howſneuer they diſ- 

guiſe) they know he ought in right to do. 
5 he King of Nauarre, beſides the right 


and intereſt which hee hath by nature, 


hath alſo wit inough to conſider , howe 
much in this time the life of the King is 

neceſſaric and profitable for him: And 
therefore it behooueth him to ſtand ypon 
his defencein this point. The King of Na- 
uarre may anſ{were them, that he hath bin 


I borne and brought vp in the Religion 


whuch 


ROOT a onts oo He UGG oa RE 
- o 2 wad 
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cannot depart from it , without being 
otherwiſe inſtructed, al therefore thar 
heeis and alwayes ſhalbe readie toreceiue 
inſtruction from a free and lawfull Coun. 
cill, and to leaue his error when it ſhalbe 
prooued vnto him. Bur if they wil require, 
that without.inſtruCtion, for hope or loſle 
ofa Crowne hee change and (hift| vpon 
' the ſudden fro om one profefſion to ano- 
ther: what demande they ofhim, but i in- 
 conltancie, infidelitie and hypocrifie, and 
' not to make him capable to be a King, 


but rather vaworthy of a kingdome?If he f 


offer himielfe to them to be better taught, 
and ifhee be readie to yeelde to cructh 


when he ſhalbe ſodealt with : where finde 
they in the auncient Canons', that this 


| obcdience, or this ſubmuſſion is called an 
herefie? Euery error ({ay the Canons)is 


not by and by to be holden foran hereſie: 
for hcrefic is an error of importance, an 
errorinthe groundes of our faith , andin 
the Articles of our faluation. Nowe the 

King of Nauarre may ſay ynto them , that 
heis a Chriſtian, hebelecueth his ſalugtion 
tobe one onely; in Ieſus Chritt, that hee 


which he veofeſſerhi thati in \ confelilibetu : 
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holdeth and reuerenceth his worde as the 


infallible rule oftrueth , that he belecuerh 


the Creedes ofthe Church, that he recci- 


ucth the generall Councils which were 
held in the beginning ofthe ſaid Church, 
that he condemneth all herefies condem- 
ned by the ſame Councils , thathee ſub- 
mitteth himſelfe euen at this preſent toa 
general Council duely called, and law- 


tully held, and fo can there be no herefie 


in him,to ſpeake duely and aright:For hee 
belecueth , as in the beginning of the 
Church men did- belecue. Schilme alſo 


there is none : for Schiſme preſuppoſeth 


2 diuifion , a rent and departure aſunder, 
Nowe let them holde a good Council, 
and ifthere be cauſe, they ſhall fee him 
readie to reconcile himſclte. This may be 
further (aide , thateucry man (as the Ca- 


T nons teach) which holdeth an hereſic, 1s 


not by and by an heretike : the name ot 
an heretike prefuppoſeth an ambition 
and newfangledneſle, a ſelfe wil and way- 
wardnefle againſt ſuch Religion and rea- 


| ſon, which is taught and plainely proo- 


/ 


ued and fer downe, And hereby cuery 


man may iudge , whether the King of 


Nauarre 
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Nauarre be carried with ambition jn thig 
matter or no: For as ſaiththe Lawyer, Cu 
bono? | what profite can ariſe ynto him 
thereby ? Such ambition 1s incident ynto 
a Doctor of Diuinitic,and not to a Prince: 
ſuch conturnacie is incident to a Clerke 
and Schooleman,and nor to the fimplici- 
tie of one which is taught by another, If 
be were moouecd with ambition, it were 
more profitable for him to be ambitious 
of the fayour of the king, of the loue of all Þ | 
the Catholikes inthis realme , andof the } | 
defire & good liking of the greateſt Prin- | 
ces in Chriſtendome Grade bes chaun- I 1 

c 
P 


ging ypon the ſodaine of his religion, But 
he is mooued with conſcience,it is conſci- 
_ encetharmaketh him ſer a ſide all other Þ j; 
conſiderations which might be more for Þ |; 


| his aduantage, aſſuring him ſelfe thathce | , 


hath not to doe with a people which li- I ,, 
keth or defireth a prince faithleſſe andyn- Þ þ, 
true to Gad and his owne conſcience, but F 6; 
only contented to accept of ſuch a one as Þ , 
| ispeaccable, capable of reaſon, ready and Ft, 
willing to learne better, and doe better F ©, 
when hee ſhall be better inſtructed. Thef te, 
lawe of this kingdome and ſtate diſablcth 


not 
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| notany perſon for cauſe of reli gion, toin- 


y 
; herite that whicl1in the right or Collate- 
n {| ralllinemay deſcend and : appertaine yn- 
0 to him: and is there notthe ſame reaſon 
: | fora Prince? Thelawe admitteth to the 
e | adminiſtration and exerciſe of all other 
i- | offices and places indifterently , both of 
It } theone and the other : and nr notthen_ 
re | cothedignitieRegall? The lawe permit- 
us } reth vnto euery man the exerciſe of his 
all religion, and excluderh no man : where- 
he I fore then ſhall the prince be pur from the 
n- { priviledge which a prince graunterh? 
n- } Wherefore ſhoulde he alone beaflaue in 
ut I conſcience in that which he holdeth moſt 
(ci. 1 pretious,he, ] fay,which graunterh {uch a 
ner Þ libertie ynto all others? When If peake of 
fot | thelaw e,Imeanethe law of this Crowne 
nee & and "ASP Itis thelawe , , by w hich onely 
 I- F weliue, and are toliue in peace, & there- 
vN- by may be able to reduce this eſtate ro her 
but F firſtpaterne, and raiſe vp and preſerue it 
e 35 F from miſerie : It-is the lawe approoued by 
and ff the States of the whole Realme holden at 
tit Orleans, which was an aſſembly not for- 
The eed, nor laboured, nor before hand com. 
leh I bined by the plots _ pets of thoſe 
not which 
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which nowe trouble vs: lay NED a 


were Eſt 


_ el 


ates ſummoned by themſelues, 


when as they were inthe prime of al their 
credite ,yeaand at their inſtance, & which 
none euer fince went about to infringe, 


but that: 
warre:a 
warre , ] 
all "Fic 
This the 
ceſlarie , 
ſpe&t of y 
for the r 
gaine to 


ge and 
Princes, 
ws Ce 
arlianm 


allthe C 


we ſtraightwayes fell into ciuill 
nd when I vic the name of ciuill - 
[comprehend ynder that worde, 
s of calamities and confuſion, 
nis 2iuſt lawe, forit is moſt ne- 


itis alawe not .reuocable| 11 re- 


condition of this preſent ſlate: 
euocation thereot brin geth vsa»- | 
ruine, It1sa lawe ratified, adiud- 


confirmed bythe othes of all the 
Gouernours, Licutenants Gene- ! 


zunſellors of Eſtate, Courtes of | 
enc,and other places of Iuſkice, of | 


orporations of y Cities, Townes | 


and Comminalties ofthis Realme,and by 
them which arthis time voaduiledly pre- 


INMETO 


their protectors : and yetisit 


ucha laweas referreth 5 deciſion of mat- 
ters of religion to a free Councill :/and 
fore that be had, no man in this eſtate 


canbe Rid tobe an bud retike , either tubs 


nbge r_ Many Singh 


and 
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and Conftentv ac atnat 
Spaine alſo for many 
er,hield erroneous opitions, 
and tht in moſt mportant poimesof Re- 
ligion : Thankes be x 
Kin ate HAAR; Is 
) [Im cuer it was ROO 
Yinces ſhould be dep 
ſed Þ of was it ever propounded og: ay 
conſultation thatthey ſhould be diſabled? 
Sorne Popes thernfelues which'take ypon 
them to uh the _ of others, haue 
= deſerucd the tiames ofhereties and 
ieretikes': fot they Haue bUretied a- 
a of Chriſt ,yea & hauetaii -bt amiſfe 
touching his girie, which i the toad 
of out ſaluation | arid foundation © out 
Chriſtian faith. "All Chriſtendorhe, was 
herein intereſſed, when as the conimon. 
fountaine from hence eucty- ran fet- 
ched Warer,grewe to be fo cortuptedand 
poyſoned. _ © | 
et' vs confider what was ti done, 
Men had the atierice ne lent ro  afſetti- 
blea' Eouncitl th parties wete c heard, in in- 
fiuQed, receld ro  amcodment; and re- 
petitatice, and tieuer were they pronotifi- 
C. i, ced 
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| ced vs bur? in \ fall, Councill: never 
an thing attempted; againſt 
utic by preſumption or rpreiens 
_ ut at all times ſuch due 
were 'exattly obſerued, 
> iaeRb tin orderly proceeded, 
_— denuntiation thereof,time 
was gi en them tothinke of the matrer, 
 andreſpiteto conuertthemſclues andrc- 
med to the better ſide if they liſted, | 
_ | Burthe danger is great (fay they )ifthe 
Nauarre come.to the Crowne, 
| ſhould tdowne the Catholike 
ligion.in this Realme, 1 anſwere,rhar ic 
isa good while oreuer hee can come thi- 
Jon ; &rhis great &, 99, too forward care 
aaken out of ſeaſon , is but avery violent 


ybce ſtirred yp by 


paſſion, which FE Rs non 
Wd Reli po at all, I anſwer,that(thankes 


Jour King is in the "ha, ofhis 
: 'e, if he intender no xreacherie or miſe 
chicfevnto him , which as yet is hid from 
« and I heſeeche the Ld to preſerue 
him from it, I anſwerethar he is not palt 
hopete o have children, andrhat he andthe 
Queen his wife, in reſpeR of their age, 
0.f Rice + a whole doulen. without. any 


uacle, 
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tended lacke 


likely to hauc any iſſue, 


Icdge touching the change of Religions 
 whichiobychem ſo much tcaredgtheking 
. of Nauarre can anſwere them, how inthe 
{| Religion which ke profeſſerh,he hath nox 
e {| lcarnedtoforcemens conſciences, howe 
it 1n.zhe greateſt broyles of theciuill warres, 
I whe asall cxerciſe was forbidde to x 4#- 
e {| of the refourmed Religipn throughous 


the townes which he had ynder his power; 
And for proofe e. thereof, he, deſireth. uo 
other witneſſes then the Clergie, pricltes, 
and religious perſons of thecitic of Agen, 
where hee then.made his moſt refidence, 
Both in peace and warre he hath alwayes, 
bene. indifferemtly ſerucd,afwelli in plages 
abour his at 5s in all other offices and 
charges which wereinl in his gift and difpoy 


fition, 


miracle. I anſwerethar for this their pres 
,they hauc founde a weakse 
and ſeely remade. ofa Cardimall, as olde 
againe as the King ,a Cardinall whichi is 
not married, and likely ynough rode be; 
fore he can ataine thereunto,and yery va 


And as cancernin g that which they TA 


Fraunce,hee alwayes permitted the yſc of 
the Catholike Rehgion vntouched iu all 
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| bene acquainted with his houſe & Court, 
know this to be true, In that part which 


I 


NR 
tion , both by the one ſort and by the 


_ other, even in his Chamber, in his Coun- - 


. 


cill, and in his gardes , and neuer hinde- 
red the aduancement of any for matterof 
conſcience : and ſuch as haue at any time 


. 


Nauatre , which is farre greater then his 


countrey of Bearnehe hath permitted the | 


Catholike atid Romane religion ynchan« 
ged,without having altered or innouated 


any thing therein, otheryyſe then hee 


found it at his firſt paympe'; to the Eſtate: 


malicioufly concealed, and onely pleaſed 


themſclues with ſlaundering and ſpea- 4] 


king euil of that which hath bene done in 
Bearne. And c6cerning this his ſaid coun- 
6 (bps. foraſmuch as hee founde it 
re by the late Queene his mother, 


wg? vip] ue ey hath intrueth 


it in the ſame eſtate ſtill wherein hee | 
founde it, hauing bene ſo bufied in other 
| Lenpyvhpine vnto him, 


affaires which 
ts, | that 


God hath left him of his kingdome of - 


which his doings, men of purpoſe haue 


with the affent of the generall aſſembly of 
_ the States of that Countrey, to the Reli- 
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any chaunge, Neuerthelefle in the meane 
while,it is not ynknowen,that even there 
hee hath moderated the former ordinan- 
ces madebefore histime,andcleane abro- 
ated the rigour and ſeueritic ofthem,and 
ewiſe cauſed the penſionsto bee truely 
| {| payde which apperteyned to the Eccle- 
$ fiaſticall perſons , yea ſometime out of his 
&E {1 ownepurſe, which thing the Biſhop and 
- { other Church men that had liuing in the 
d 1} fame Countrey cannot denie. Beſides 
e { that,hehathalwayes offercd at anytime 
to yeclde yneo a generall aſſemblic and 
Parliament of his people of thac Coun- 
trey, tothe intEt that they may there free- 
lie open their mouthes, and declare yn- 
to him what they woulde require at his 


conſciences. And if men be ready to con- 
ſtrue and inferre the worſt tohis preiudice 
of this, that hee hath not reſtored the Ca- 
tholike and Romane religion in Bearne : 
why doe they make the like conſtruction 
to his profit of this, that he hath not abro- 
gated it in baſe Nauarre, where hee hath 
the ſame power and authoritic ? Surely 

C.ti, _ hereby 


that hee had no opportunitiets attempe 


hands,for the quieting of their ſoules and 


| tner of proceec 


| celfarilybring 
[| SES | 


” i p 
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hereby all perſons beitg not addictedto 


cheir particular paſſions ,-ought to make 
this indifterent coſequence of his actions 


in both theſe caſes,that he hath preſerued | 
his Eſtates and Countreys as hee fotinde 


them, arid notmade anyaltetation inany 
of them, ſaue thathee hath-mitigared the 
ſeucrity of the ordinances in (wa tor 


hope of the berter : that he is not a Prince | 


that delighteth in innovations, or that'is 


| lightly leddeto alterations 'by any violent 


oy 


44 paſſion,cichera ainſtthe'one Religion or 
' - theother, but] noo). ſuch ſtay 


and termes as hee findeththem;ifhee ice 
-Not-an euident commoditie to come by 


_ -the ſaid chaunge. And in'deede, who can 


<ſteeme the King of Navarre to bee fo 
voyde of found iudgement,or ſo much an 
:enemie of his owne preatneſſe and com- 


-moditie, that when as God and nature | 


ſhould caſt any eſtate vpon him,he would 
then enter into cpa to venture the 
:lofle or hazarde thercof by a violent ma- 


ing , both contrarie to all 
h as coulde not workethe 


-reaſon jand f 


'effe&that hee might deſire, but muſt ne- | 
ithis owne ouerthrow | 
and | 
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as oa as. 


which he might haue ayne withont con- 


tradiction, will goe about to farcea king-. 


25 


dome of Fraunce, which hee cannot at-' 


temptto doe withont both looſing of it, 
and of himſelfe alſo?Such doubts may be 


conceiued by idiots, but nor by men of 
any — They themſcluesthat 


make theſe proteſtations,do not ſothem- 
ſclues , although they goe about for the 
ſcruing of their owne tournes , to make 
others to belecue the contrary, And fi- 
nally, in caſe things were brought to thar 


- point, that this were to bee feared, then 


ſome aſſurance might bee taken vpon 
doubtes which might be then conceiued, 
the people might demaunde it, andthe 


Prince ought to graunt it: and in this 


Prince(thankes be to God)no man could 
eucr hitherto ſee or marke either any re- 
uenge or breach of faith. al 
Butfor them to take armes ypon them 
at this preſent, for a matter ſo farre off by 


| courſe of nature and time, to prevent and 


put by rokes which are norbing neare 
C ii. VS, 


WE . 25 
andfall. And therefore, who can belicue 
that hee which woulde nor force in any 
wiſe his owne countrey of baſe Navarre, 
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vs, yea; andby 


gerous,then the e (which 


ET | 


c of theſe twentie 


or thirtie yeeres are 10 all apparance not 


likely to come neare ys,and ynder ſoflen. 
der a pretence, toſet this State on fire, to 


bring the Spanyarde in among vs, to our 
vttcr ruine as much as in them may be, 
which are miſchiefes more aſlured & dan- 
pretend) 


fithappened could euer doe vnto ys, is It 


_ andbeſatilhied 


notto - inde Hemlocke or 
ſome othi 
hotre Ap} 


oyſon, to preuent a fit of an 
> Briogeth - not 4 the cra- 
na moſt aſlureddeath in ſteade 
licine tc 7erous 2 diſeaſe? 
erefore this is a moſt manifcſt fraude 
nd abuſe : for itis too groſle to be taken 
for any ouerſight or ignorice : Itis an em- 
poyſoning of the paticnt, it 15 a treaſon 


| vato this Eſtate, iris a conſpiracie againſt 


the King. And in caſe the King woulde | 
name his pretended ſucceſſour , which 
Hevertheleſlc mn likely to ſuruiue-him, 
but onely to haue a bare. title and name, 
with a vaine hope : what 
aflurance canthe King hauc of « il that 
they wil not,(when as oc| bon ſhal ſerue 


o 


| theirturne) be weary and 9 themſelves 
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of himalſo? _ | 


But I will forbeare to ſpeake any more 


of 5 king of Nauarre,l truſt thathe wil be 


able, (when neede ſhall require)to pleade 
his owne cauſe, and yctGod graunt, thar 
wee neuer ſee any necde thereof, Let vs 
conlider , if the reſt of their proteſtations 


cary any more trothe or apparance, They 
complaine of certaine yog perſons, which 


they termeto poſleſle the King,and to ger 
great things at his handes, to keepe backe 
the Princes, the auncient officers of the 


Crowne, and chief perſonages of the No-. 


bilitie, without ſpeciall naming of any, 
howbeit cuery man may ſce whome th 

mcane, that is to ſay, the Dukes of Ioyeule 
and Eſpernon, If the King loue them,it is 
not athing to be wonderedat or made ſo 
ſtrage:private perſons inchoyſe of frends 
defre to be free, howe muche more then 
ought Princes ſoto be? And ifwee peruſe 
our hyſtories, can there be found any king 
of this Realme, that in ſuch ſort fauou- 
red not ſome one or other?lf the King bee 


bountifull cowardes them,thisis the effeR 
of his good will towards them: For toloue --.- 


well, 
and 


properly is to wiſh well, and to doe 
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all torifle and 
Intheir fingerin , foas they haue thence 


TIE 1 
andtrue good will extendeth it ſelfe ac. 


| cordihgrothe proportion of the abilitic 
| |  and/powrr that is joyned with it; Butif 
| | theyſayhehath given much, &that their 


\ liking and Centure ought here to take 
—_ : ſurely ſeeing they are ſo good re- 


mers,their example were much worth, 


 ifthey woulde begin with the redrefle of 


chatpoynt them ſelues, For, let them ſhew 


| howeitiscometo paſſe, that their grand- 
\ father when hee came firſt into France, 
| hadnotiinalaboue fiue thouſid Crownes 


of yeerelyreuenue , and hoxwe atthis day 


' they of that houſe haue gorten a million 


amongſt then: if it benot by the liberali- | 


tie &poodneſle i our Kings,of our Kings 


I ſay, which haue beſtowed vpon then 
many high dignities, great Biſhoprickes, 
rich Abbeis , and fandry the moſt profita- 
bleſt offices of this realme, of our kinges I 
fay againe, whoſe purſe they had great 


ptic ſo long as it was 


had fixeor ſeyen Millions of gold, where- 


with they beene made able to compaſſe 
their great purchaſes. At the firſt com- 


ming of king Charles to the Crowne, it 
was 


: wy 2 
wasconcluded bythe aſſembly of the e- 


men knowe that S,Lake & Dothejr prin- 


: : ! ; 4 4 
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Rates holden ar Orleans, that theſe men 
ſhoulde be called to render an accounte, 
and to anſivere ſuch” exceſſue piftes as 
they had receiued of the kinges his prede- 
ccſlours,andin eſpecial from the lateking 
Francis the ſeconde,of whole purſe & per- 
{0 they were maſters at once, But inſtead 
of thinking how to giue a good account, 


| 7, 
theſe iolierctormers bethought theſelues 


ofa meanec howe to glue none account at ' 


all : beginning without the commaunde= 
ment ofthe king , and contrary tothe de- 
termination of the {aide Eſtates of this 
Realme, to murther thoſe of the reformed 
religion inthe towne of Vaſly: thatisto 
{ay,to kindle a firc in one of the corners of 
the realme, which afrerwardes for a lon 

time was blowen throughout all France. 


: Their father to keepe him ſelfe from ac- 


count,” was then the caule of our firſt miſ- 
chiefes, and nowe the ſonne taketh vpon 
him a warre to bring in others to accoir, 
And letvs conſider what thgy fay hereun- 
ro, if they meane it in earneſt and dallie 
not or mocke notthe people. Doe not all 


cipall 


4 PF. & 

cipall adherers,& ſome others,are growen 
riche by this kings gifts*haue they rot had 
their handes as deepe inhis Colers , and 
finally helde the ſame place which others 


 donow,whom they blame and challenge, 


- and woulde haue brought to an account? 


Wereit not reaſon, that they ſhoulde be 


firſt accomptants which were firſt parties 
co the receipt? letthem therefore begin, 


 Surelyto ſpeake plainely, theſe men are 


- only oft:nded, that the tauours of y Court 
are notpowred only and continually vp- 
on them ſelues : and for that ſome of the 
dewe is ſprinkled ypon others, they are 
ready to burſt with deſpite & enuie. Theſe 
men ſecke to drawe vnto them certaine 
diſcontented perſons from all partes of 
. therealme, and who ſo ſhall conſider the 
conditi6ns and qualities of the ſame mal- 
contents without paſsion, ſhall finde that 
they are in trothe {o well at theireaſe, & 
haue recciued ſo many benefites at the 


kings handes,as that their very eaſe, idle- 


neſle, and abg nda; ce onely hath marred 
them: and yet but forthe benefites which 
wg Pate had from the king,they had had 
at this preſent no meanes to haue yon 
| | | OUTNEtSe 
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= others.Thetrue malecontent, and he that 


hach moſt iuſt cauſe to complaine, and he 
whoſe ſtateis moſtro bepitied, is yndou. 
tedlyy king himſelfe, in that he hath done 
ſomuch tor ſo ynthankfull a race,and be- 
ſtowed vpon them the meanes, authoritie 
and habilitic, which noweis turned & cm- 
ployed __ him ſelfe. 

They bemone the eſtate of the poore 
people,& why then doe they not let them 
live in reſt?Why doe they ouerthwartand 
7 croſlethe king in the good minde which 
] hehathtocaſe them , whereof there a 
1 peared forne good effefte and ſuceeſſe? 
[ For it is wel knowen, that he vnburthened 
| them thisyecere of a contribution amoun- 
wy totwo hundred thouſande markes, 
| an 


in one day reuoked & cancelled fours 
ſcore or a hundred ordinances, ypon in- 


1 formation made ynto him, that theſame 


were burthenſome to his people, He was 


alſo in hand with a generall reformation 


of his whole Realme, and if they had 
 tethim alone another yere,he had procee- 


ded further:for in ſuch things when as the. 


" wmilanddiſpofition of aPrinceis bent and 
1 forwarde to doe good, great matters are 
{rity 0 brought 


broughttopaſle in i ſmall come, Bur 
as things be nowe, can it bethought, bur 
that a newe warre will put himtoncwe 
expence, and bring newe cuils ypon the 
people? And beſides, what good huſban- 
drie(trow you)meane thele men to make, 
which alrcady haue begun to kuie grear 
ſummes of mony ypon the townes which 


they haue ſciſed, as namely, they of late 
haue taxed the towne of Burge belides 


Burdeaux atten thouſand crownes, which 
is fogreata ſumme ,. as they ſhoulde not 
haue yeelded to the king ſo much in ten 


yecies? andyetthe Maior and lurates of 


the ſaid towne were threatned for. the res | 


fuſall thereof to be 1cnr priſoners to Bro- 


uage. Letvs thinke ypon the, a:mies on 
both fides,as well of French as of ſtraun- 
gers Which muſt be yictualled, entertai- 


| 
| 
> 
| 
' 


{ 
[1 


d, 


ned and paide, Let vs conſider howe the 
Kings treaſure is entrapped andicafced by 
them, which muſt be made vpand ſuppli- 
ed by ſome other meanes;. Let ys thinke 
ypon the prouifions for victuals,: muniti- 


ons , cuſtodies and gardes of boldesand 
pallages , and other neceſlarie_ charges 


: # 


which a warte tequireth, And fecing all 


warte, 


43 
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7 warre;nodoubt of it, is a rauenbrg and 
} devouring monſter; howmuch more is a 
| ciuill ware? All wane is ayery;confui- 
on,but how much more thatwarre which 


| 


1 is conducted by men of confuſion, fuch as WA 

7 theſe are? Surely I will lay it, and baugof- s 

1 ten aydir, (the computation being iuſtly "4 | 

| I three dayes of a ciuill ſedition will . -Ie1 
be morecchargeable,ynto the poore, peo a | 

1 ple, then oneyeereof taxes and impoliti= 

4 ons: Andthree yeeres of the mot juſt & 


right warre which mightbe made;(ifthey 
meant well,as they dog nor), would neuer 
be woorth ſo much tothe poorepeople,as 


But the king 


1 whatperſons followthem, & whax kinde 
1 of people are joyned with. them.jn their 
. es auo, For the. Princes of the blood; 
1 /ſ{cenoroneon their de, dauc;onelythe 
good Prince, whom they ane abuſed and 


inchaunted, caufing hirn tobeftowe his 
1 goods yponthemtaking it even from his 


owne nephewes, And.yert muſt 
| ncedes be Heads & principall- Protectors 
7 of 


yermuſttheſe.men' 


_ the Crowne, ofthe noble Knightes of the | 
5 Order,& of the olde Captaines of France; 
I alfo ſee ſcarce one: yea,cuery whetel ſee 
butthem of Lorraine, and with them cer- 
raine other malecontents,which haue had | 

more then they defeftred, men defperate, | 

men of their owne faQtion, men (as Ceſar 1] 
faid} which make their profite by civil 

warresand ruine of others, like ynto Cart. 
__ G&naitiRome , andthoſe which followed 
him,'Can any man'thinke that they of 
Lotraine” (which ever. heretofore hauc 
ſfoughr #$tnuch a$inthe lay, to diſcoun- 
tenaunce and diminiſh the dignitie of our 
Prinees'ofthe ads fon defirous now, 
that very man ſhoid holde the degree | 
; andpſace which appertcineth vnto en 
i} They cantiot' alledge” that their places | 
ih enfromn them, they have : 
bene paid forthem, ] 
terefore itis 4 ſhame 
, that ſome menhaue 
| Fr EE | os 
In Ces thelt' deuo- J 
on: & therefore no I] © 
dd 4 mar- | 


This gticiiethch 
wete mitti for the 
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47 
marucile though it offended them that 


they were diſplaced, Some other honou- 
rable perſonages haue in deede {urrendred 
their offices and charges into the Kings 


| hands, but doe not complaine thereof. 


Are any of them to be ſeene following 
their parte ? nay rather againſtthem, For 
why ? they well vnder{tand that their ſaid 
offices and places were but charges in 
deedc,which the Kings of this Realme by 
the auncient lawes and cuſtomes before 
theſe late imouations and troubles hap- 


 pened, were wont to commit from time to 


time,and but for atime,as occaſion requi- 


red: Commiſſions hes for to ſerue for a h 


time, and nor places or offices of continu- 
ance or perpetuitic, For our princes were 


- wont to rappeale them at their pleaſure, 


withour an y other formalitie, or any re- 
compence of allowances at all. ,or without 


| ſhewing any caule w herefore they did its 
.and yet they had not any intention to de- 
_ priue them as ynworthy perſons, bur did 


it for ſome other ſpeciall intent and ſer- 
uice,not to diſappoint them wholy , but 
with an intent when occaſion ſerucd to 


conlider and honour them in ſome other 


D.i, "1 foul 


iS 
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gffices and gouernments of this realme ; Tt 


a * 4% 
Ws .% Ih 


48 


ſort, ſo as they alſo tooke it in good part. 
They did nor abutc their goucrnments,to 


make their princes bounde to, them, as 


though they might not __ without 


them , or to lecme to bee 


till bought and 


hired, or to make their places as an inhe- 
ritance ynto their name, This 1s a late euil 
brought in by the authors of theſe innoua- 
tios, who to inueigle certaine gouernors, 


and more liberall of other mens purſes 


then their owne , hauc aſſured themſelues 


that their gouernments ſhoulde continue 


yntothemand theirs as their patrimonie, 


For in ſo muche as they ſecke no other 
thing bur the diſsipation of this cſtate, 
and perceive that they capnot atraine to 


the whole kingdome themſelues, they | 


are contented toimakea good penyworth 
ofthe reſt ynto others , and fo without a- 


\ny difsimulation arc content to offer itto 


 theſale, 


And to make it more cuidently ap- 


pearc, that they them my haue ſhewed 
ers to bring in 
ſuch abuſes as are now by them millliked, 


the firſt example vnto oth 


touching the chaunging of the principal 


" 
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is to be remembred, howe they of this 
houſe,when as they werein great credite, 
tooke away from the late great Conſta- 
ble, who had ſo wel deſerued ofthis realm 
of Frace,the ofhce of L. Steward or great 
maſter of the kinges houſe , and from the 
houſe of Longemille, the dignitie of Lorde 
great Chamberlaine , which before was 
graunted as a kind of inheritance vntothe 
houle, for ſundry ſeruices which they had 
done in former warres againſt the Engliſh 
natio, And ot late tnemorie, haue they not 
brought to paſſe, that the gouernment of 


O 
the Dukedome of Brittaine is brought in« 


to their houlc, procuring it partly by cun- 


ning and dcuile, and partly by conſtraint, 
from the late good Prince the Duke of 
Montpenfier, which had obtained a pro- 
miſc of it for bis ſonne the Prince of D'o- 


fin, who alſo ſerued in the place? And all 


this notwithſtanding , they are not aſha- 
med to complaine of ſome particular per- 
ſons, which(as they ſay)haue made a mar- 
chandiſe of their places, forgetting them-. 
ſelues ſo many great perſonages whome 
they haue ſpoyled of their offices and dig- 


nitigs, 
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' Concerning the Clergie, whoſe cauſe 


they wull tecme to have vndertaken, I 
woulde knowe hat bctrer reforroation 
they woulde preterre , then the king him 
ſelfe went abour. If you contider his per- 


ſon, the king ſthewerh the way,and ler - 


verh as an example vnto all his Court and 
_ Countrey, to-haue them 1N duc reucrence: 


he hath of his Counicllthe 


and excclle nt men armongt 
places and dignitics of the 
good ordinances which 
conformable with the aun 


(whereof neucr any of his 


was l1o {cuere an obſeruer 


molt notable 
hem : vnto the 
Church bythe 
ec hath made 
cient Canons, 
predecefſours 
as him ſelfeis) 


| be maketh choite of ſuch men, which hee 


knoweth in his realme to 
2cconnted molt excc!ilent 


be reputed and 
and fit, either 


for life or doctrine ; reiccting all others, 


which are thought ynwoa 
- pable of tuch places, witnc 
favouring Or miluking ot 
their qualities: he adnutter 
ly,thatnaturaily arc able t 
places : hee compelleth the 
refidentin their dioceſles, 

and exadtly then the Pope 


rthy and vnca- 


v Biſhops 
more ſtraj ghtly 


"and 


ur any partial 
herwile of any . 
h but thoſe on-- 
D exerciſe theſe 
tobe 


himſclfe doth, 
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and beſides, is apaterne & example ynto 
all his people of zeale & deuotion, Whar 
may be added to his goodly directions & 
orders, but only leaſure toreap ſome truit 
thereby and to {ec it bring torththat goo 
lccells andprofit vi hich was'loaked for? 
Bur it isnot the preaching of the worde of 
God that theſe men delire, they care not 
whether this realme bce Conillied with 
good Paſtours , that the people be truely 
mſtrudcd in the poynts of the:r [aluation, 


& that the wandring and ſtcay ſncpc may 


be reduced & brought to his tolde againe.. 


They are onely detirous to haucletuitcs, 
which doc nothing els but difperie tho. 
rowout the wholc eakine the venome & 
intection of their conſpiracies vader the 
ſhadowe of holnefle : And vnder colour 
thereof (oh moſt horrible and deteltable 
hypocrifie) abuſe the denotion ct ſuche 


perſons which put any truſt in them , bin- 
ding men by othe vnto this league, and to. 
follow this faction: exhorting the ſubies 


to kill and murther their Princes , promi- 
ſing them p'enaric and abſolute remilcion 
of their ſinnes, and making men bcleeuc, 


that by actes moſt execrable they hal 
D iu. merire 


merite het They bo the very Colonies 

_ . of Spanyardes,or rather the very leauen of 
Spaine, vnſeaſonably brought into this 
__.. realme, which within thele fewe yeeres 
hath empaired and - op! 27 ah dowe, and 
'vnder a Pharifaicall face and counte- 


naunce, made our Cities and Townes in 


© Fraunce become Spaniſh, whoſe co- 
| uents are rhore dangerous then Citadels, 
whoſe Gods & aflemblics are nothing 
but plaine! conſpiracies. | Such are they 
knowen to be,ſuch were the fruites of the 
aſſembly g -enerall of that ſe&, whichthey 
helde at Paris notlong ſithe | in Septemi- 
ber, where a certaine leſuite of Pont df A- 


monſſon a towne in Lorraine did preſide, 


and was a principal director of ther coun- 
ſels. Some others there hee of this kinde 
of people, that cry out vpon the King in 
open pulpit, thatſtirre " the people -fu- 
riouſly , incenſing &armipg them againſt 
the Magiſtrates , hits the praylſes, 
and recommeding the vertues of this pre- 
tended offpring of Charlemaigne, This 
is their feruentzeale : this is their religion 
which maketh thein too forwardes : And 
wil yous ſec howe ? when hs be in Ger- 
manic, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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when they waxed diſcontented, with alir- 
Ue adoe they. might have bin brought to 
haue fayoured i Caluiniſtes: 1 hey lecme 
to be careful of the Clergie,carctall of the 
 Dinine ſeruice, careful! ePar'F ence: and 
yet they po! -iNe divers By hopr 'ickesand 
Abbeyes, contrary tothe ancient Canons, 
and alſo thelate Councill of Trent,w hick 
they ſpeake ſo much ofto vs, and woulde 


bring into Fraunce : They fellthe woods, 


they -diſmember the demeanes, ſuffer the 
Churches and other buildings to fall to 
the ground , they {2]I the reliques,and ga- 
ther vnto ther {elzes all the oxnamenes 
and jewels of any price or value: Andin 
the meane while wee ſee little charitie or 
almes,the poorelicth (till naked, the poore 
' prieſtesarereadie todie for hunger., And 
thus are rey true and rightiu!l heires in 
deede, not of Charlemaigne, but aſſuredly 
of Chatloi of Lorraine, w «hich couldevei ry 
deuoutly ſell tohis owne commoditie the 
great Crofle, and the richeſt jewels of his 
Biſhopricke of Mets,and cauſed the Cler- 
gic of this Realme to ſell and alicn a great 


part of their Temporalticz,andto increaſe 
their 


manie;they ſeemed to bee Lutherans : But 
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thcirtenthes, and was not aſhamed , for 
the goad ſeruice which hee pretended to 
haue done 1n bringing it to paſle, to take 
a good part thereof vnto himſelfe for a 
rewarde. 
There onely remayneth, that we ſpeake 

a little |concerning the lawe and Juſtice 
\nowyſcdin this Realme, which thele vp- 
right cenſors would ( as they fay ) reduce 
to his former vic and intepritie, But who 
| euer lawc,thata ciuill warre was meete to 

4 "11g in Iuſfice ? who ſeeth 
Not plainly,that one onely yecre of warre, 
doth more weaken and hinder the courſe 
of lawes, and tike more authoritic from 
Juſtice, then tenne yeereg of peace can re- 
couer ? It looleth the bridle more vnto all 
 difordersand miſchiefes, then ten yeeres 
can drawe backe , As for example, cuen 
theſe men when as they ſhall haue cxecu- 
ted their yttermoſt rage, and ſhall happen 
to make a ſhewe of repentance,mult haue 
pardons, remiſſions,aboljtions of their of- 
| fences, the lawes mult lye flecping , the 
| Judges muſt winke at many things which 
of late began to recouer their former re- 
jonand authoricie, One ill {kill wages 

| c 
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eth ypon anotner, 508 miſtruſtes and 
tcloulics conceined on both ſides , by the 
wiſdome ofthe King were almoſt remoo- 
ued and quenched: Thole of the contrary 
religion <1d findeby little and little , chat 
in ordinaric Courtes they might obteine 
Tuſtice, without hauing cauſe to contende 
about any iuriſdictions, Thelc perturbers 
not protectors of the Courtes of Parlia- 
ments, vnder colour of procuring vnto 
them a more abſolute authoririe,giue new 
occaſions of miltruſtes and contentions a- 
bout the ſaide juri{dictions, and {o take a- 
way the meanes to reunite and reconcile 


the mindes and afteions of the Kings 


ſubiectes in this point, And what coulde 
you defire more ? Heretofore complaint 


 wasoften made of the ſale of Iudicial pla- 


ces, which diſorder was brought in fir{t,to 
helpe to ſupport the charges of forraine 
warres, and hath bene {ince continued to 
maintaine the ciuill warres, And all men 
know, that the king was no ſooner cated 
of thoſe charges , but by and by he aboli- 
ſhed ſuch fales, and all the meanes wher- 
by euen indirectly the ſame might bee 
practiſed and coloured, And — this 
1oly 


56 

holy ordinance were by him holily obſer. 
ued orino, all the Parhaments & Courtes 
in France can witnefle, which canremem- 
ber & beare witneſle that the King would 
not admit certaine 1 exe of ſuch 
paces) which otherwiſe might ſeeme to 
deſerue to bce greatly fa oured, leaſt the 
conſequence thereof might have defrau- 

ded the good meaning of that ordinance 
| in time to come, Beſides, what care his 
Maicſtic hath had to furniſh the princi- 
pall places of his Courtes of Patliaments, 


when they happened to be voide , may be 


ſeene in thole perſonages, which nowe 
occupie the faide roomes, hauing bcene 
named by his owne motion, and {choſen 
by his owne good diſcreti jon and indge- 
ment, and are knowen t be men of inte- 
ritie,capacitie and earning, whole life is 
a rule & paterne of vertue, and theirJear- 
ning alight among all men. And further, 
what care he had cucnatthe inſtant when 
theſe troubles began,to abridgethe legth, 
_ rediouſheſſe and multitude of proccſles A- 
| mongſt his people, and tp take away the 
exceeding great charge a 
whereyith they were burdened, is known 
4 | vnto 


d fees of ſuites . 
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vnto ſuch perſons, whom he called toc6- 
terence about that matter, by vw home hee 
was very willing and defirous to be par- 
ticularly informed of ſuchthinges as con- 
cerned that matter, And cuen theſe men 
which now trouble vs knowe it, they can- 
not pleade jgnorance or pretende any 
doubt thereot: for ſome of them were the- 
{clues thereunto called hercin, All our mi{- 


chiete confilteth, that they will either vt= _ 


terly oucrthrow the Court, or cls wholy 
 gouerne1t at their owne will and juſt, by 
placing of all menar their pleaſure as they 


were heerctofore wont to dos, and if they 


coulde haue ſo continued, then offices in 


Courtes had bene ſolde ſtill, juſtice had 


bene well adminiſtred and not !{poken a- 

gainſt, theſe reformations & abuſes which 
they nowe pretende,had neuer bene once 
mentioned, 

Whereby euery man may ſce,that theſe 
pretextes and proteſtations are but vaine 
ſurmiſes : thetrue cauſe is theirambition 
and defire to rule and raigne , with an in- 
tention to ouerthrow and diſmember that 
cſtate,and to catch a picce for themlelues, 
and to bringin ſtrangers to ſcaſe the reſt. 

It 
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It is a continuance of the| plotte which of ©: » 
long time they haue had in hand,& wher. |} 


of their memorials were taken and diſco | C( 
ueredinthe yere 1 5 76. [The ſameſhew- F 16 
erhitſclte euery day nowe more plainly,as } 
it approcheth nearer to the cxecutionin- J © 
tended, and this eſtate to his vtter ruine& IJ tl 
danger, Neuertheleſle,in the meane while } h 
they defire the king not : conceiue any (c 
_cuill opinion ofrhem, pretending that all J *< 
 thatthey do, is done for his leruice, and { * 
that they haue all ſworne to doe nothing, JI 2" 
but for his ſeruice. So did Pzpir (like ynto } 
thoſe now which alledge to be of hisrace) ? on 
mploying in thoſe daies againſt his ſoue- } di 
raigne king { bi{perick the torce & autho- | th 
rity which he had recejued|from him,col- fu 


tenanced and ioyned with|the holineſſe of | 
Pope Zacharie. Our king is wile, the | de 
Frenchman is by nature loyall, the praCti- | ol 


; ſesarenowe diſcouered, and we all have JF 
lcarned |thar true holineſke condemneth ( 
perturies, that godlines neuer counſelleth Of 


. anyto breake or falſifie his faith , toforce | hi 
| his Country,or to rebel againſt his Prince, J ®* 
Andinthis goodly enterpriſe,thcy/are not Þ ''s 

aſhamed toencreat the Queene the kings || '<: 
Woe: | | Mother, 


ALE is f PL 


thoritie : Yea, that Queene, whome they 
confeſle ſo many times to haue pre- 
ſerued this Eſtate, doe they nowe in- 
uite to the ruine and vtter ouerthrowe 
J of the whole realme, by 1oyning with 
1 them in tnis conſpiracie which they 
haue entred into againſt the king her 
{onne: They inuite y Princes of the bloude 
to deferre and tranſport their honour to 
another nation, and anotherrace : They 
inuite all the Peeres and Nobles of France 
to betray this Eſtate , whereof they are 
borne and created asit were ouerſeers yn- 
| der the authoritie of the king: They inuite 
the courtes ſoueraignes of this realme to 
ſubſcribe ro their intentions, whome God 
hath placed in tudgement for the con-= 


demnation of ſuch rebe!s and perturbers . 


of the Eſtate, Finally,theſe perſons which 
would ſeeme to be Catoes, but in deede re- 
ſemble rather Catilime , arc not aſhamed 
or afraide to call -ypon God , andto take 
his name in vaine, to youche kim as a wit- 
nefle andrecorde of therr ſincerity and vp- 
rightnefle in this cauſe, But God which is 
icalous ofhis holy name, and who ſear- 

| cheth 


F 


Mother,toaſsiſt them therein with her au- 
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cheth mens heattes to the bottoime , will 


f 


not holde him guiltlefle| v;hich applicth 


| 


hisname to yanitie : how much lefſe then | 
will he ſparethem that abuſc it in ations - 


ſo execrable? Actions I lay molt deteſta. 
| ble and damnable, when as vnder the 

name of godlineſle, of Juſtice, and of vr- 
der,they confound the whole eſtate,and fil 


Itful wo quarels, reucges,mutthers,rob- 


beries , 


making inflate numbers of wid- 


dowes and orphanes, and bringing mul- | 
titudes to pouertic & extreeme beggerie, | 
onely to content and fatiate their ambiti- 
ous and aſpiring heartes. God leeth all | 
this, and the Lorde graunt that the bot- 
tomie and trothe thereof may be diſcoue- | 


red ynto all mea: God I ſay, whole name 


they mocke in calling vpon the ſame, and | 

whoſe righteous wrath, curſe and venge- 
ance they ſhalbe ſure at length to feele, | 

_ God manceyneth Kings and Princes,hce | 
4s a preleruer of lawes, an vpholder of 


Eſtates and policies , a protector of the | | 


J 
. 
| 


poore people , and will one day deſtroy, J 
confounde | and ouerthrowe all ſuch, } 
whichdeſtroy his people,confound all or- - 
throweall lawes,conſpireagainſt | 


' ger,ouet 


their || 
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theirPrince and his Eſtate , and ſpecially 
avule his ſacred Name, the zeale of Chri- 
ſtianirie,and name of the Church,with an 
interit vnder ſuch painted vailes and ſha- 
do:xes to- make attempts againſt their fu- 
perior , ſpoylc him of his Crowne , and to 
expolc lus lubiectesto praye. 
Whetetore (O ye people) whom they 
goe abuut toſtirre ypvnto a rebeilion,vn- 
der a colour and ſhadowe of a common 
weale and profite, call|eftſoones to your 
remembrances the actions of thetc pre- 
tended offprings of Charlemaigne:and for 
the better vnderſtanding of their layings, 
doe but reade and conſ1der ſuch writings 
as haue paſſed from them heretofore. 
Thereby you ſhal perceiue,that their mea- 
ning 15 tobe 26s” lues, to the pre- 
wdice & diladuantageot our King. There 
by you ſhal perceiue,what reſolution they 
haue taken again vs and our naturall 
French Prince. You therefore which re- 
maine true French men , conſider howe 


{I their ſouldiers are paide by the King of 


S$paine , and therefore it mult needes be a 
warre proceeding from Spaine, whichis a 
knowen enemic to all Frenchmen, They 
ſpcake 


= 


| | | 
ſpeake of 2 ficceſbor, but) you haue ſeene | | 
for whart\caulc itis, anal] in what ſort: their |} 
deſire and meaning onely is, thatneuer a 
Prince of the French blood were liuing, 
They ſpeake of reducing of thereligion in 
this Realme to an ynity,and fo likewiſe of 
the prouincesofthis countrey:But to what 
intent 1$1t, but to deuide the Eſtate, and 
to part among themſclues the Shires and 
Prouinces of this Realme > for otherwiſe 
they neede not to make any- queſtion or | | 
doubr. touching religion, For we hauea <} : 
King, whois alone more zealous to God- ' 
warde, then the: whole broode of them; 
who hath ſufficient meanes to prouide c 
by honeſt and conuenient wayes, for the { 
ſuertic of the true religion, and for the be- ( 
nefite of| the polteritic that ſhall come | e 
hereafter. This their pretended holinefle , 
O 
v 


is onely a mecre hypocrifie; this confede- 
' racie (which they terine to bee holy) is 
but an en:cent difsimulation, and an yn- 
- doubted (conjuration againſt this Eſtate, 
They detire not in trothe any reformation | 
ofdiſorders in this Realme: For as long as 
they might feele and (ee their owne come 


modiric, fey NEUCT ſticred: and inacleane 
con- 


| 


+3 > - 
Nth 
MYTSS IH Li ———_— 


1 | 
contrary ſort ouer. j licle where God had 
giuen them any authoritie, & thoſe fewe. 
tubietswhich they had,they neuer ſhew= 
ed but manifeſt ale of all violenog and 
tirannic. And then, I|pray you, bethinke 
yourſclues well /what a remedie we {hall 


haue for all our former cuils, to be caſt a® Fl 
gaine into aciulll warte.Isthisa means to I | 
reforme the Clergie, by the inſolencie of ' 


1 theſouldicr?toipare and cheriſhtheNos 
{ bilitic,by anapparance of infinite cruelties 0 | 
.1 and revenges which muſt enſue among \WMi 
| them?tocaſe& vnburthen the poore peo+ | 
ple of their I by newe | 
contriburions,oppreſi1ons, ſpoilesand ram- 
ſomes, whichthis warre willbringwithit? 
Can any good order & gouernement be 
eſtabliſhed in the Eſtate, by this: meanes 
which aboueall other atalltimes;hath or- 
| 1 dinarilybrought a confufionand: diſorder 
; | ofall things in alteſtates? And (which is 
. 1 worſtofall)Ibeſecch you colder whether 
. {| this bea meanes toreforme and ſervp the 
1 1 Eſtate of France, to lay itopenoneuery 
s {I fide;bothvntothe _—_ 8& forces of 
1 Spaine, thatis ,(toſpeake plainely):coſetl i 
our Countrey yato 7 Spaniard; &todriue q 
| ; -7 France ' : | 


4 
France our of France, to inks the ſame a 
ſeate & habitation for them of Lorraine & © 
Spaine. Doe they not vſe the name ofthe 


King of Nauarre ,onelyto abuſe you? he is 
a prince of courage, aprince by birth, who- 
ly & naturally French ,.& therefore they 


holde him ſapeted, & ſtandin feareand 


awe ofhim, labouring by all meanes they 
cantobring him into contempt & hatred: 

 chey,[{ay, which are cofederates, friends, 
and ſeruants ynto the Spaniard,do this to- 
wards him, who 15a naturall Frenchman, 
and anaturall borne enemie (and that nor 
without cauſe)ynto-y Spaniard, Jr is there- 


forcarthistime requiſite,& thisremaineth | 


to be done at this time by vs, that ſuch & 
lomany of vs as be ofthe French Nation, 
ſhould gather ourſelues together &ioyne 
_ to withſtand this dereſtable confſpiracic. 
Let vs ,& neuer heareagaine rep 

ted ynami Sof Papiſt & Hugenot, which 


are I truſt buried and vtterly aboliſhed by 


the former Edictes of pacification, and 
-oughtnowr moſt of all to — buriedi in ob- 
liuion, in, reſpe& of theſe ciuill warrch, 
which can. haue no other foundation ot 
9" balaape" our ciuill. diſ- 


ſentions 
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ſentions &ruines : I beſeech you let there 
be no other termes vied amog vs,but Spa. 
niard & French. And vp this preſent oc- 
caſio,now at length letvs ſhew our {clues 
rather reunited ynder y white Crofle , be- 
ing the auncicnt banner of our Kings, a- 
gainſt the redde Crofle of Burgundie in 


Spaine,yit may beremembred & reported 


ynto our poſteritie,y this diuifion amon 
vs,(as in former times it did among y Ro- 
manes ) hath vnited vs together:thar y re- 
bellion oftheſe men hath brought vs ynto 
a true obedience, both yntoour Kings and 
our Lawes. Thisis y counter-league which 
we oughtto make, a league that in trothe 
15 borne and bred in vs , a naturall league 
betweene the head &all the members of 
the body : For the atchicuing whereof, we 
ſhall notneede to vic any further fer cun- 
ning , fetches or deuiſes. The blood ga- 
thereth vnto the heart, & the arme defen- 
deth the head ſo foone as it eſpyeth any 
apparant danger, or perceiueth the blowe 
to be comming. Let vs therefore vnite our 
{clues in good iendſhip and amitic toge= 
ther: Let vs ſubmit our ſelues ynder the 0. 
bedicce of our King: Leteuery member <4 
E. it, the 
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the body of this Eſtate , endeuourto d 

that which apperteineth vnto his office & 
function. And if we ſhall ſo do, me thinke 
Iſee theſe confederats and conſpiratours 
to remaine as an ynbound beſome, andas 
pieces yncunningly patched togetherto 
moulder and conlume betore'ys, yea, and 
to grow to.confuſion among themſelues: 
I ſeeme to fee themalreadie diſcomfited; 
diſtreſſed, diuided and broken with their 
owne forces, cucn by y teſtimonie of their 
owne ſoules and their conſciences, and by 
the badneſſe of the caule it ſelfe , orrather 
the vaine pretextthereof,then by any for- 
ces of their King, Prince and Magiſtrate : 
andinſtcadofan Epitaph to be engraued 
as a monument ypo their tombe, whereof 
they aſſure thcmſclues,] truſt this ſentence 
ſhall be euery where recorded of them: 


re the firft French Spaniards. 
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A Declaration of the cau- 


:ſes thathaue mooued the Cardinal 
of Bourbon,the Prmces, Peeres,Gentlemen 


| ar aÞ KT A JIN 
Townes and Comminalties Cath &* ION, | 
like of this Realme of Fraunce, to oppoſe themJ=.,/ , * A 


— — 


{clues to thoſe which by all meanes |! Hd 
do ſeeks to ſubuert the Catholike Re- ou 
ligton and the Eftate. 


AJ Almightic King of Kings: Be it ( 0 
7 maniteſt to all men, that the | _ 
S Realme of France hauing bin Wi 
y troubled and affited theſe = : 
TY Rad fourc and twentic yeres, with & 4 | 
WS” OX peſtilent ſedition mooued and i 
ſtirred to ſubuerr the auncient Religion of our : 
forefathers, which is the ſtrongeſt bande of the | s | 
Eſtare, there haue bene remedies applied , the 
which contrary to the hope of their Maicſties, 
haue fallen outto be more aptro nouriſh the euill, + 
then co quench the ſame, the which had nothyng > WM 
of peace bur the bare name, and haue not eſta» 1 
bliſhed the quiet and weale of the Realme, but for '& 
their behoofe who troubled the ſame, leauing rhe 
honeſter ſort offendcd in their conſciences, and EF 
intereflced in their goods. FT þ 
And in ſtead of remedie, the which intyme Wu Þ | 
was hoped and looked for againſt theſe miſchiefs, Wy 
ſuch hath bene the will of God, that our kings of | 
Jatrer time haue deceaſed in their yong yeeres, = 
withour leauing any children able to ſucceede ro | 
E, lit, the 
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(to the grear griefe of all good men)to graunt any 
ue to the king now raigning : x his ſub- 
ices haue nn omirred (nenher ilk. ah at any 
_ timewill cea 
_taine that = of the goodnefſe of God: In ſuch 
ſort,as remaining the Ia 
God had giuen tothe late King Hery.ei 1s greatly 
| to befeared (which God forbid) thar this royall 
race arp omg euill happe, ſhall be quite extin- 
ut any hope of1fſue: And thatinthe 
Ttiſhing f a ſucceſſonr in the royall eſtate, 
there will A 


Chriſtendome,and it may be the whole jubuerfion 
of the Catholique and Apoſtolike religion in this 


the erowne, wie hihenoi ichath « pleaſed him 


moſt Chriſtian Realme, where an hcrerike ſhall 


neuer be ſuffered to beare rule ,in ſo much as the 
ſubic&s are not bound to acknowledge and ſuffer 
a Prince that is ſwarucd and fallen from the Ca- 
tholike faith : for that the firſt othe which our 
| Lings doe make when they are crowned , is to 

mainraine th - So & Romaine 
| Religion, vpþ which othe they receiue that which 

thei bi doe make of fddlitic and allegiance, 


death of my Lord the Kings brother, the purpoſes 
of thoſe which by open =_ haue ſhewed 


themſclues alwayes perſecuters of the Catholike 


Church,haue bene ſo bolſtered and fauoured,that 
itis very needeful] ro thinke of ſome ſpeedic and 
found dy ohereby to auoidc the inconuenien- 
ces moſt apparant, whereof the calamiries are al- 
ready knowne to all men,the remedy to fewe,and 
we BY how to apply theſame almoſt ro no _ 4 
n 


their wr earneſt prayers to ob- 


of lo many childrenthar 


out great troubles throughout all 


and not otherwiſe. Notwithſtanding, ſithence the 
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Andſo much the Sts man may e2- 
fily judge by the great preparations and prattiles 
which they make to lenie fouldiers as well within 
as without the realme, & the detainyne of trownes 
and ſtrong holdes, which long agoe they ſhould 
haue reſtored and ycelded vp into the Kinges 
handes, that we are very neecre the effec of their | 
euill intentions, beyng very cecrtaie that they =_ 2 
haue of late ſent to praftiſe the Princes Prote- i | 
ſtants of Gerwanie,that they might haue forccs in , 

a rcadineſle to ſupprefſe at their pleaſure all good -#i | 
men, as it is very apparantthat they entend no- | 
thing els butto aſſure themſclues, and ſcaſe of all 
necel{ary meanecs to ouerthrow the Catholike rey 
ligion,wherein cuery man hath intereſt, and eſpe- 
cially the noble men and great perſonages which |. | 
haue the honour to hold the ſt and principall FF 

—_—_— this common wealth, whom they doe | 

goe aboutto yndermine and ouerthrowe, during 4A 
the kings bfe and vnder his authoritic, tothe ende et ; 


that leauing no man which hereafrer may be able 
to oppoſe himſelte ro their will,it may be more ca- 
fie for them to bring to paſſe that change and al- | 
rcration of the Catholike religion which they doe 3 
pretend, thereby to enrich themſclues with the t 
parrimonicofthe Church,following the example 'S 
 whichwasbeguntothemin England,eſpecially in i | 
that cucry man docth know "5" Abi and ſecth f 
(asit were) with oye eyes the behawiour & afti- "0 
ons of ſome, which being crept into the fauour of = ll | 
the King our Soucraigne Lord ( whoſe Maleſtic | 
hath bene and alwayes ſhallbe ſacred & redoub- 
ted vnto vs)they haue in a maner ſcaſed vpon his j 
authoritic,to maintaine the greatnefle which they | 


# 


Fd 


= SE, A000 

haue vſurped, fauouring and aduanncing by all 
meanes the purpoſes of the aforeſayd. And ſuch 
harh bene their audacitic,to baniſh from aboutthe 
King,nor onely the Princes andthe Nobilitic, bur 
alſo thoſe thatare moſt neereſt and deereſt ynto 
Him, giuing accefle tonone bur to ſuch as depend 
yponthem. - 

Wherein they are alreadie ſo farre foorth,thar 
there is no man which hath any partor doing in 
the adminiſtration of the gouernement of rhe 
Eſtate, or that is ſuffered to exerciſe entirely his 


* Charge: Some are bereft of the title of their digni- 


ties,other ofthe authorinie and execution of their 
_ dffices,thoughthey are ſuffered to enioy the vaine 
- and fruiteles name, = 

| In like maner, the hike hath bene done in the 
. behalfe ofdiuers Goucrnours of Prouinces, and 
Capraines of ſtrong places, and to their Officers, 
who haue bene conſtrained to forgoc and yeelde 
vp their charges in reſpe& of ſome recompence of 
money, which rhey haue recemed againſt their 
owne will and deſire , becauſe they durſt nor ſay 
nay vnto them which haue pawer to compell the: 
A newe example, and neuer heretofore praftiſed 
within this Realme , for ſome pecce of money to 
take away the offices and charges from thoſe to 
whom the ſame were giuen for recompence of 
their verrue and fidelirie. And by this meanes 
they are become maſters,and haye poſlefied them 
ſclues of the forces of the Realme,as well by ſea as 
by land , and doe goe about dayly to doe the like 
* toothers thatare inoffice, ſothar there is no man 
can be affured, arid thar ſtandeth not in feare,and 
logckerh that his office ſhall be/raken from him: | 
P47 | | 3 6 | Howbcit 
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Howbeit the ſame hauing bene giuen him for de- 
ſert and ſeruice, hee ought not to bee depriued 
thereof by the auncient lawes of the Kealme, vn- 
lefſe it be for ſome 1ſt and reaſonable conſidera- 
tions,or that he hath commirred ſome fault nrhe 
execution of his charge, In hike maner they baue 
emptied the Kings Cofers of his treaſure , where 
they cauſe the readic money of the generall re- 
ceipts to be brought, andtobe conuerted to their 
particular yſe, and hold at their deuotion all the 
chiefe reucnucs, the which are the very wayes to 
diſpoſe of this Crowne, and to place the ſame on 
whoſe head they ſhall thinke good. 

Morcouer, through their couctouſneſle it is 
come to paſſe, rhar abuſing the gentlenefle of rhe 
Subie&s, they haue cnhanced by litle and litle ro 
moſt pricuous exattions,not only matching thoſe 
which the calamitie of warre had brought in 
(whereof ini tyme of peace nothing was cuer Ie- 
mitted and abated) bur other infinite oppreſſtons 
growen from day to day, at the appetite of their 
ynbridelcd wils, 

There was ſome hope, when through the of- 
ren complaints and exclamations of the whole 
Kealme, rhe conuocation of the genr-rall Eſtates 
was publiſhed ar Blois, which is . 4 auncient re- 
medy to heale theſe domeſtica woundes, and as 
ir were a conference berweene the Princes and 
their ſubieCes, to enter into a reckoning together 
of thedue obedience of the one part, and due pre- 
ſeruation of the other , which is the groundworke 
and foundation ofthe ſtare-of Fraunce : Burt of 
this rroubleſome and great afſembly,there ſprung 
nothing but the authorizing of the miſchieuous 
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counſcll of ſome, who fainyng themſclues to bee 
good Politikes,ſhewed themſelues in etfc& 10 bee 
euill afte&ed to the ſeruice of God and of the 
weale publike,who were not contented to remoue 
the King (of his owne nature moſt cnclined to 
y__ c) from that holy and moſt holeſome de- 
tcrmination,which atthe moſt humble requeſt of 
all che Srates he had mage, to reunite all his ſub- 
* ics to one Catholike, Apoſtolike, and Romanc 
religion,ro the ende that they mighr liue rogether 
inthe auncienr faith whereinthe Realme was c- 
ſtabliſhed, and tooke encreaſe ro become rhe moſt 
ing of all Chriſtendome,which then might 
aue bene exccuted without any daunger,and in a 
 manerwithourt refiſtance. Notwithſtanding, they 
tothe contrary did perſwade him, thar it was ne- 
ccflary for his ſeruice toabate and diminiſh the 
authoritie of the Princes and Catholke Lordes, 
whichwith great zeale had oftentimes pur their 
| lives in hazard vnder his enſigne for the defence 
of the ſayd Catholike rehgion, as though the re- 
utation which they had gotten by their verrue & 
delitie, inſtead of honour ſhould bring them in 
ſuſpicion. ITT 
= So likewiſe the abuſe which by litle and litle 
| Hhadrakenhold andencreaſe,afterwardes is come 
ypon vs like a loud and downefall,with ſo violent 
a fall, chat the poore Realme is cuen at the point 
to be oucrwhelmed without any hope of helpe: 
For, the Eccleſiaſtical order,norwithſtanding the 
declarations and peritions whichthey haue exhi- 
bired,is at this day oppreſſed with tenthes and ex- 
tremeexattions, tothe deſpiſing and contempt 
of holy orders, and of the Church of God, wher 6 


[ 


4 


RH 


+ 4 
innow all things are polde and pilde : The Nobi- 
lic is greatly aggricucd, driven to pay exaCtions 
in deſpite of their priuiledge, if that they will bee 
contented to live, thart is to ſay, if they will either 
care,drinke, or apparel|themſelues. The townes, 
Officers of the Crowne, and common people, 
ſhorne ſo neere by rhe daily paying of new umpoſi- 


*.. tions (which they doe terme inuention of Finan- 
ces) that there remayneth nothing els, burto in- 


uentſome good way how toremedy this miſchief, 
— theſe wſt cauſes and ira” Son hvs Wee 

Charles Cardinall of Bourbon, the next Prince of 
| blood rowhomeitbelongeth eſpecially ro rake in 
hande the ſafegarde and proteion'of the Catho- 
licke religion 1n this a Att and the colcruation 
of the good and loyal ſeruants of his Maieſtie and 
the Eſtate, being aſbiſted with the Peeres , Cardi- 
_ nals,Princes,Prelates,officers of the Crowne,go- 
ucrnours of Prouinces, Noble men, Gentlemen, 
captaines of Ciries, and others, which make the 
beſt & ſoundeſt part of this Realme,hauing wiſely 
conſidered the cauſe mouing vs to yndertake this 


enterpriſe, and raken the aduiſe and counſell , as 
well of our good friends well affeCted to the weale _ 


and quictof this Realme, as of learned and wiſe 
men and ſuch as feare God, whome wce woulde 
| not offende heerein for all earthly treaſure: Wee 


declare and make it knowen , that wee have 


all ſ\worne , and made a holy vowe to keepe our 
ſelues in armes , to the ende that the holy 
Church of GOD may bee reſtored to his for- 
mer dignitie , and the true and Catholicke — 


on eſtabliſhed: thatthe Nobilitie. may enioye (as 
they ought) their freedomes wholy and —_ 


| 
, 


oe | 

and that the people may be releaſed,the newe im- 
politions abuliſhed,and all cxaRions taken away, 
which haue bene made fince the rcigne of Charles 
the ninth,whome God abſoluc: That the Parlia- 
ments may be reſtored to the fulneſle of their au- 
thoritie, & enticr ſoucraintic of ludgement, euery 
_ ene for his iuriſdiftion, and all the ſubie&s of the 
 Realme mainteyned in his gouernment, charge, 
and office,the which may not be raken from them 
burin ſuch caſe as by law is eſtabliſhed,and by or- 
dinaric 1 yu_ that all ſ\uch money asis leuied 
of the people, may be employed to the defence of 
the Realme,and to ſuch purpoſes as is appointed: 
and that from hencefoorth the Muſe," 55-099 
may be aſſembled freely and withour any practiſe, 
as oft as the ſtate of the Realme ſhall require the 
ſame, with free libertie-to cuery, man to exhibire 
their complaints , as they ſhall finde themſclues 


agreeued.| | 


Theſe things andothers ſhall be more particu- | 


larly prouided for at the afſembly of the Eſtates, 
which ſhall be held in armes for the reformation 
of the whole Realme, for the maintenance of the 
good Subietts and puniſhment of the cuil,and for 
the ſuretie of our perſons, who haue bene fought, 
and namely within theſe few dayes thorow ſecrer 
conſpiracies, ſhould hauc bene made away & vt- 
terly ouerthrowen,as though the ſaferic of the E- 
ſtate did depend of the ruine of good men,and of 
* thoſe which ſo eften haue ventured their liues for 


 thepreſeruation of the ſame, hauing nothing left 


yntovs more to warrantvs from hurt & ro auoyde 
the ſword which alreadic hangeth ouer our heads, 
| butto haue recourſe to thoſe remedies which wee 
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haue alwayes abhorred. Wherero notwithſt5ding 
we woulde not haue truſted for the onely perill of 
our hues, if the ſubuerſion of the Catholique Reli- 
gion in this Realme had nor bin vnſeparably ioy- 
ned withall: for the preſeruation & maintenance 
wherof, we would neuer feare nor refuſe any dan- 
ger, making ful] reckoning that we cannot chule a 
more honorable Tombe,then to dic for ſo iuſt and 
holy a quarre)l,borh to diſcharge our ſclues of the 
ductic & bond which we owe(as good Chriſtians) 
ro the ſcruice of God,as alſo to auoide,as fauhfull 
and good lubicCtes, the ouerthrowe of this Eſtate, 
which ordinarily docth followe ſuch alteration: 

Proteſting thar ir is not againſt che King our $o- 

ucraigne Lord we doe take Armes, bur for the 
defence of his perſon, his life, and his eſtate, for 

the which we doe ſweare all of vs to expoſe and 
ſpend our goods and liues to the laſt drop of our 

bloud , with the like fidelitie that we haue ſhewed 
heretofore: And to lay downe our weapons ſo ſone 
as it (hall plcaſc his Maicſtic to caulc the perill ro 
ceaſe which doth threaten the ruine of the ſeruice 
of God and ſo many good men,the which we moſt 
humbly beſceche to procure with al ſpcede,reſtify- 
ing to cuery man by good and true effets, that he 
1s a moſt chriſtian king, hauing the feare of God 
and the zealc of religion granen in his ſoule,as al- 
waiecs we haue percciued, and that like a good fa- 
cher and king he ſeckerh the preſeruation of his 
ſubieRes,in doing whereof his Maicſtic ſhall be ſo 
much the more obeyed and honourcd of vs, and 
of all his ancient ſubie&es, which we defire aboue 
all chings in the world. | 

And although thatitbe nor athing farre from 


reaſon, 


Ea bu... NL. eo Be. ER re BR 0, ns ; 


ten malt ”;; RY - Wb _ 
AL : FN. NO 


=- 
»,, err tne <p. 
vibe 
<a, 


ot et lg 1s 

Mb iigy. tt" ets 
"* 

4 

os. Shin - 


36/796: ogra Ws 
is RA. Rar 
| GN 7 c 


- i at Ad ; 1 
Is $ ENV d>,, 
4 7 


_ Kiding,ſoir is, that we are ſo litle mooucd with any 


A 4 " " 
. ” Bo s 
_—_ w# 4.54 4A 4-4 ” '7 PIE " > *_ + "_"—_ 
. TY Þ 
= 
: g v 


DIG tha theking ſhould berequired to take or. 
der, that during his life, the people commited to 
his charge ald not be din ed. into fations and 
partialities of the differ&ce offucceflion: Norwith- 


ſuch conſid; ation,that the ſlander of thoſe which 


- doereproche it vnto vs, ſhall nut be founde to be 


grounded ypon any foundation. For,befides thar 
the lawes of the Realme are clearc inough in that 
bchalfe,and ſufficiently knowen,the hazard wher- 


vnto we the Cardinall of Bourbon doc offer our 
ſclues in our olde daics and laſtyceres, are proofe 


_ fufficienr,thatwe are nor ſer a worke with any ſuch 
hope or defire, butthart we are only mooued with a 
erue zcale of religion, whereby we pretende part to 


another maner otkingdome more affured, the en- 


toying whereof is more to bee defired, and of lon- 


mtention being ſuch . we doe beſecche all 
d moſt humbly che Queene mother of the 
r moſt redoubted Lady (without whoſe wil- 
adutiſe this realme ſhould hauec bin 
le diſperſed and quite deſtroyed) for the 
had ſhee is able, wil,& _— to af- 
ur great ſeruice, namely in particular to 
rdinal of Bourbon,who ed. alwaics ho- 
noured,aided,& affiſted her,in her moſt vrgent af- 
PR__ hour the m_ of ro —_ 
and kinltolks, t with rufyung 

holdin theCatholike wry by. 
his inſtir leaue vs in the open field, but 


_ all the credite, which her her paines & 


laborſome trauailc haue deſerued of right, and of 
which cr 
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moſt vniuftly fecke ro bereaue her, 
Alſo we beſeeche all the Princes of France, Of. 
ficers apperraining to the king,Eccleſiaſticall per- - 
ſons, Noblemen,Gentlemen, & others of whar dc- 
gree or comm” euer they be of, which are not as 
yct ioyned with vs,to helpe, aide and affiſt vs with 
their meanes & aduice inthe execution of ſo good 
& holy a worke. And we doe exhorrt all townes and 
comunalties, cucn as do loue thcir owne pre+ 
ſcruation,gto iudge ſoundly of our intentzons,to ac- 
knowledge the comfort which hereby ſhall come 
ynto y eſtate,as well publikely, as to their particu- 
lar,8& to put totheir helping hand to this good en- 
rerpriſe, which can not but proſper with the grace 
of God to whom we do referre all chings:Or arthe 
leaſt, if their aduiſe & reſolutio cannot fo ſoone a» 
gree together (astheir counſailes conſiſt of diuers 
& ſundry perſons,)we do admonuth the to haue an 
eto thEſclues,8& not to ſuffer any man to pollefle 
thel Fm any finiſter interpretation that they 
may ſurmiſe of our intentions, of their ſaid towns, 
& lo place in them garniſon of ſouldiers, bringing 
them tothe ſame ſlauery as the other rownes be in 
which they do viurpe. 
We do declare to al menthar we donor meane 
ro vie any atte of hoſtilitic, but againſt thoſe who 
 witharmesſhall offer ro oppoſe thEſclues ynto vs, 
and by other meanes ſhall fauour our aduecrſaries, 
which ſecke the ouerthrowe of the Church, and ro 
deſtroy the eſtate: Aſſuring euery man,that theſe 
our taking of armes being holy &iuſt, ſhal offer no- 
oppreſsi6 to any, be it in paſſing & abiding in any 
place, bur ſhal ue with good gouernment, & take 
nothing butthat which To 


(hal pay for,& receiue 
inte 
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heir company al ſuch as are'zealous | 
God,8 of the holy church,& ro thee weale & + 
preſeruation of the moſt chriſtian Frenchmation; 
with proteſtation notwithſtiding, not to leauc off 
their weapons till we ſee the full accomphſhmenc 
and execution of the things aforeſaide,and rather 
ro dic moſt willingly with a defire ro be heaped vp 
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together inone ſepulchre conſecrated rothe latter 


Frenchmen dead in armes for the cauſe of God 
and of their Countrey. 

Laſtof all, for becauſe all ayde commeth from + 
God, we doe beſcech all true Catholikes to ioyne 


with ys in this ſocictie, reconciling themſchues 


with his divine Maieſtic, by an entirereformation 
of their liues,rhereby to appeaſe his wrath, and ro 


callvpon him in purenelic of conſcience, as well 


by publike prayers and holy procefſions, as by 
priuate and particular deuprions : To the ende 
that all our a&ions may be referred tothe honour 
andglory of him which is the God of armies, and 


of whom we doe looke for all our ſtrength & moſt 


aflured helpe. Giuen at Shalous the of March, 
1585. Signed, Charles Cardinal of Bourbon, 


